
 

 

Apri l  7 ,  2019  

T H E  C H A M P I O N S  S P I R I T  

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

A Welcoming Church 1 

Family Matters 1 

Order of Worship 2 

John’s Jogs 2 

Events and News 3 

Calendar of Events 3 

Prayers & Notes 4 

“A Place to Belong” 

2019 - “Loving God, Loving People” 

Family Matters 

 

Our approach to 
faithful worship 
is not based on a 
dress code, but 
on a proper re-
spect for who 
God is and who 
we are in rela-
tionship to Him.  

~~Lance Leavens 

           ~Lance 

“You make known to me the 
path of life; in your presence 
there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forev-
ermore.” (Ps. 16:11). Our joy is 
complete in Christ. He has made 
known to us the path that leads 
to life. We gather today to cele-
brate Him and to glorify God. 

We want to welcome everyone 
who has come to worship with 
us today. We are thankful for all 
the members of our family here. 

You make Champions a special 
place to be. If you are visiting 
with us, we are very thankful for 
your presence. You are an im-
portant part of our assembly 
today. Thank you for worship-
ping with us. 

Our first ever Champions Fami-
ly Weekend was a tremendous 
success. I pray that our families 
were uplifted and strengthened. 
There were many people that 
helped make it a success. Spe-

cific thanks go to Justin Sam-
mons, our deacon over Family 
Involvement, and Ashley Trent. 
Justin was the one that designed 
the weekend and Ashley was in 
charge of Saturday’s event. 
Thank you to everyone who 
helped! 

Parting Thought: “The way to 
get started is to quit talking and 
begin doing.” – Walt Disney 

A Welcoming Church 

I love the time we spend in Bible class. It is an important time for us to be together, to be 
challenged spiritually, and for overall growth in our lives. In Don Sammons’ class on Sun-
day mornings, we are studying the book of James. This past Sunday we were studying 
James chapter two. Specifically, we had a discussion around verses 1-13 where James talks 
about showing partiality. 

The class started with several comments around these verses. As the discussion unfolded, 
the conversation began to settle on how welcomed people feel when they visit here at 
Champions. It is challenging to have an open conversation about how friendly and welcom-
ing we are as a church. It can be hard to have an honest look in the mirror about how we 
either make people feel comfortable or uncomfortable when they walk into our building. 

In the context of James chapter two, the discussion focuses on socioeconomic status. James 
was warning against showing partiality based upon a person’s financial status. There was 
evidently either a problem or a tendency on the part of the church to fall victim to worldly 
thinking in terms of financial status and importance to the church. James indicates that the 
initial determination on status was based on how a person was dressed. 

As our discussion continued, we talked about the fact that the way we dress (either formal 
or informal) can make people feel comfortable or even uncomfortable. The reality is that 
our society is not as formal as it has been in years past. There are many people today that 
will never wear a suit, a tie, or a business type outfit. There is a good possibility that many 
visitors that walk through our doors will be dressed more casually when they come to wor-
ship with us. 

Just like James urged his audience, we need to be mindful not to make judgements based on 
how people are dressed. When God was looking to replace Saul as king of Israel, He told 
Samuel “…for the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). Our service and worship to the Lord starts with our 
heart. Our approach to faithful worship is not based on a dress code, but on a proper respect 
for who God is and who we are in relationship to Him.  

We want people to come worship with us and get to know Jesus. It doesn’t matter whether 
they come in a coat and tie or blue jeans and shirt. We want to help develop hearts that are 
aligned with Jesus and help transform lives through the power of the Gospel. 

Let me share how our discussion in class ended. There was a person who has been a fre-
quent visitor here at Champions in our class. This person made the comment that they have 
always felt very welcomed and well received when they come here. The best indicator about 
friendliness is how others view us. It is good to hear that we make people feel welcomed. 
We want Champions to be A Place to Belong!  



 

 

John’s Jogs: SAUL HIMSELF IS PERSECUTED   

ORDER OF WORSHIP—SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019—AM SERVICE 

 WORSHIP ORDER 
 

Song - *Great Are You Lord* 
 

Welcome/Scripture/Prayer: 1 John 4:7-8 ESV 
 

Song - #227 – On Zion’s Glorious Summit 
Song - *In Need* 

Song - #108 – The Lord Is In His Holy Temple 
 

Prayer 
 

Song – *Highly Exalted* 
 

Communion/Offering 
(Dismiss Children to Bible Hour) 

 

Song - #112 – Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
 

Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:12-15 ESV 
 

Sermon:  Reid Stafford 
 

Song - #567 – Restore My Soul 
 

Announcements/Prayer 

*Not in the book* 

Saul’s post conversion reveals the great 
truth that the gospel is urgent! Immediate-
ly Saul becomes an enthusiastic proclaim-
er of Christ.  Saul recognized the urgency 
of the mission Christ had given him (Acts 
9:20-22). Thus he began immediately to 
preach Christ in the synagogues. Those 
who heard him were amazed, considering 
the destruction he had wreaked on the dis-
ciples.  Saul grew more and more power-
ful and baffled the Jews in Damascus 
proving that Jesus is the Christ. Thus, the 
change has occurred, the one who most 
vehemently opposed Christ has become 
His ardent proclaimer. Saul thus joins 
those whom he persecuted in “As he 
went, he went preaching Christ!” 
 
Beginning of Saul’s persecution (Acts 
9:23-25). As the amazement wore off and 
the truth began to set in, the Jews plotted 
to kill him. The plot was discovered and 

the disciples helped him escape down the 
wall in a large basket. The Persecutor is 
now the persecuted. We next encounter 
Saul back in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-30). He 
tried to join the disciples in Jerusalem but 
they were afraid of him.  Barnabas brought 
him to the apostles and told them the story 
of Paul’s conversation. Saul spoke boldly 
in the name of Jesus which brought on 
another attempt on his life when he re-
turned to Tarsus. This was about three 
years after his conversion; he remained in 
Tarsus until called to Antioch.   
 
In summary, we see a pattern develop with 
the church’s activity in Jerusalem that was 
consistent. Persecution or not, they 
preached Jesus and when they did, people 
were converted.  This pattern does not 
change as they are scattered into other 
parts of the world. As they go everywhere, 
they go preaching the gospel. As Philip 

moves into Samaria, multitudes respond as 
he preaches Jesus.  We now learn from 
Peter and Simon that Christians can and do 
sin and they must repent, and pray for for-
giveness.  As Philip encounters the Ethio-
pian eunuch, we learn a valuable lesson in 
teaching others. Start where they are.  
Communicate through these clear princi-
ples: through convenience, comfort, incon-
venience, hardship, intimidation, persecu-
tion, imprisonment and to death itself! No 
matter what, preach Jesus, preach the gos-
pel.  An erring Christian must repent and 
pray for forgiveness. As we reach out with 
the gospel to others, we must understand 
where they are coming from and start 
where they are.  When we apply these 
principles to our lives, we’ll become the 
effective fruitful Christians God wants us 
to be.  
 
 



 

 

E V E N T S  A N D  N E W S        

 

T H E  C H A M P I O N S  S P I R I T  

 

April Youth Events         
  7:  Youth Devo 
14:  LTC Dress Rehearsal 
24:  Youth Led PM Service 
27:  Men’s Day @ McCall’s 

Church Calendar 
April 2019 

07:  Family Circle 2 Meal  
13: FriendSpeak Event 
14: Family Circle 3 Meal 
14: LTC Dress Rehearsal 
21: Easter—No Family Circle 
27: Men’s Day 
28: Family Circle 4 Meal  
28: New Member Meet and Greet 

“Springtime in Texas” 
Saturday, April 13th   

from 5-7PM  
Family Center 

Please bring a dish to share and have an 
entertaining evening with our readers.   

LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR 
CHRIST (LTC)  

NEWS AND NOTES 
Practice today at 3:30 p.m. 
It is time to start paying for hotels! 
Please pay Wes Smith, who is collect-
ing our payments and is heading that up. 
Thanks Wes! Make checks payable to 
Church of Christ in Champions. 
 
If you are staying only Friday Night you 
do not owe anything; the elders are cov-
ering the cost of Friday night.  
Cost per Night: 
1 night is $103.79 (Thursday or Satur-
day).  
2 nights $207.58 (Thursday and Satur-
day).  

Family Circle 2 Meal 
Today 

In Family Center 
Leaders:  Dave & Darlene Bounds 

Menu: Potluck 
All Visitors Welcome! 

Their truck broke down, giv-
ing us another month to col-

lect the following items:  
Floor Cleaner & Toilet Paper. 

Bible Hour Schedule 
April 

  7: Smith 
14: Killough 
21: Sammons 
28: Stafford 

“Meet and Greet” 
Sunday, April 28th 

5:00 P.M. in Family Center 
If you have placed membership with 
Champions in the last year, or haven’t 
had an opportunity to meet with our 
elders and ministers or are new in spirit 
if not in membership you are invited! 
      Contact:  Ryan Nelson    

SIGN-UP TODAY! 
CHURCH WIDE RETREAT 

May 18 & 19th 
Palestine, Texas 

Cost: $30 for singles and $55 for families. 
This price includes one night stay 
(Saturday) in a cabin and three meals. 
 Lunch and dinner on Saturday and break-
fast on Sunday. Leave Houston around 8 
or so on Saturday to arrive around 10:30 
on Saturday morning. Come back to Hou-
ston after church service on Sunday morn-
ing.  

Forms are available in the  
Welcome Center!  

Saturday, April 27th 

 

From 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

  

McCall Farm in Hempstead 

Men of all ages invited. 

Menu: Free Barbecue 

Lunch  

 

Guest Speaker:  

Jeff Sammons 

Sign-up lists are in the  

Welcome Center.   

Combined Sunday Evening 
Service 

And LTC Rehearsals 
April 14th 

Join us for a time of worship and an op-
portunity to preview some of our LTC 
participants as they rehearse for their up-
coming LTC events.  

Cooks Needed for  
Wednesday Night Meals on 
April 10th, April 24, May 8, May 22 
Sign-up Today in Welcome Center! 

 

Wednesday Night Meal 
April 10th 

Menu:  COOKS NEEDED 
COST:  Adults $5, Children $3.00 (Ages 3-
6th Grade), Children 2 and under Free.  
Meal served from 6:00 - 6:40 p.m. 
If you plan to eat, please indicate the number 
eating on the attendance sheet today. 

Congratulations 
Mr. and Mrs.  

Zachary Rickman 
Samantha O’Brien 
and Zachary Rick-

man were united in marriage by Don 
Sammons, on Saturday, April 13, 2019, 
at the Church of Christ in Champions.   
Samantha is the daughter of Jonathan 
and Stephanie O’Brien.  Zachary is the 
son of Dr. and Mrs. Richard Rickman.   
They will make their home in Houston.  
May God bless you both as you begin 
your new life together.   
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Prayer Requests: 
David Morgan will have a 
MRI on Tuesday and Nerve 
Conduction test on Thurs-
day, to try to determine the 
cause of some weakness in 
my left hand and fingers. 
Linda Lopez’s liver spe-
cialist said her liver cancer 
was stage 4, but was a slow 
growing cancer.  A scan is 
scheduled for April 24th to 
determine treatment options.   
Keith Underwood is recov-
ering from a nerve block in 
his back.  
Nick Lazerko is home re-
covering from surgery. 
Josie Biron’s doctor does 
not think that her problem is 
caused by the herniated disc.  
She will be referred to an-
other specialist.      
Kenneth Smith, wife, Car-
olyn, daughter, Michelle, as 
they all struggle with multi-
ple health issues.  Your 
prayers are appreciated.   
Jerry McKinney is in Uni-
versity Place Inpatient Re-
hab, 7480 Beechnut, Hou-
ston, TX 77074, room 723, 
telephone number 713-778-
7028 recovering from hip 
surgery.  
 
Family and Friends Pray-
er Requests: 
Bobby Jones and his 8 

children, and Georgia 
Jones, dear friend of Dar-
lene Bounds, in the tragic 
loss of his wife, Tina, who 
was killed in an auto acci-
dent last Saturday.  Darlene 
has gone to California to be 
with their family.  
Santo Moreno, Gilberto's 
uncle who lives in Venezue-
la, suffered a second stroke 
and currently remains in a 
coma in Venezuela. 
 
Champions Members with 
Cancer: Wes Smith, LaNell 
Allee, Gwen Crosby, Don 
Dearen, Pam Shaw, John 
Burns, Donna Nance, Caella 
Chappell, Gilbert Moreno, 
Keith Underwood 
 
Members with Health & 
Other Concerns:  Hanna 
Haavikko, Marcia Chit-
wood,  Rebecca Jaquez,  
John Hixon, Stacey Farmer, 
Lynn & Earlene Antwine,  
Julia Shaw, Charles & An-
gela Joachim, Linda Under-
wood, Patricia Richmond 
 
Employment Concerns: 
Jeanne Dearen, Cindy 
Schlesener, Ernesto Harris, 
Jeff Long, Rody Willis 
 
Hospice:  Hank Barnett  

Nursery Attendants 
April   7: Ashley Mize & Suzanne Phillips  
April 14: Donna Gustafson & Lisa Reed 
If you cannot serve, please find a replacement by checking 
names posted on the wall outside the nursery classroom.   
Contact: Karen Casey 

13902 Cutten Road,  
Houston, Texas 77069 
281-440-9898 
 
www.championschurch.org 

Ministers: 
 

• Lance Leavens (Pulpit) 

• John Qualls (Associate) 

• Wes Arnold (Associate) 

• Reid Stafford (Youth) 

Elders: 

• David Arnold 

• Jim Chitwood 
• Bill Johnson 
• Britt Jones 
• Danny Mize 
• Don Sammons  
• Marvin Trice 
 
 

Deacons: 

• Chris Ball 

• Kevin Barnett 

• Barney Bowles  

• Eltonio (Tony) Brown  

• Gordon Casey 

• Darrell Fariss 

• Jay Fraley 

• Tommy Hill  

• Joe Jackson  

• Charles Joachim 

• Brent Killough  

• Michael McCall 

• David Morgan 

• Ryan Nelson 

• Blake Phillips 

• Kent Phillips 

• Bryan Runions 

• Justin Sammons 

• Joel Smith  

• Wes Smith 

• Paul Tews  

• Troy Thompson  

• James Wyatt 

Elder of the Month 
 
 

April 
Jim Chitwood 

 
Food Coordinator 
Check with your Family 

 Circle Leaders 
 

Church Wi-Fi  
Password 
churchguest 

Service Times: 
 

SUNDAY  MORNING 
9:00 a.m. Bible Classes 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday Morning Bible Hour 

 

SUNDAY NIGHT 
6:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY  
Ladies Bible Class  9:45 a.m. 

Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. 

Little Champs: 
Mothers Day Out 
Contact: Lisa Killough 

littlechampsmdo@gmail.com 
281-893-2062 

Lisa Killough—Director 

P R A Y E R S  &  N O T E S  

“A Place to Belong.” 

Family and Friends with Health 
and Other Concerns:   Lois 
Fuller, Robert Malonson, Hilkka 
and husband, Don Long, David 
Long, Jody Bullard, Hulda Horton, 
Ken Freeman, Hank Sheppard, 
Braden 
 
Family and Friends Cancer Con-
cerns:  Jill King, Elizabeth 
Cuccerre, Maco Fariss, Donna Pet-
ty, Mike Rice, Patricia Lopez, 
Shelley Lindsay, Thelma Edwards, 
Barbara Calhoun  
 
Missionaries:  
Dale DuVerney, Peter Chin, Eddie 
Cloer, Roman Halamicek, Roland 
Mohsen, Biblical Institute of Cen-
tral America, Eastern European 
Mission, Jordan Arnold, Will Han-
stein, Elijah Brown 
 
Members in Assisted Living/
Rehab/ Nursing Homes:   
Nell McDonald, Edwina Moore, 
Charles & Lois Boyd 
 
Family and Friends in Assisted 
Living/Rehabs & Nursing 
Homes:  Terri Bennett, Hank Bar-
nett, Marie McCall, Jean Simpson, 
Gladys McHenry, Nettie Jo Jack-
son, Dorothy Kuehl 
 
Prayers for our Military:  
Brent Tyler Bowles, Traveon 
Gaines, William E. Taylor IV, Aa-
ron Jean, Charles DuVerney,  Phil-
lip Cuccerre, Jr., Aaron Schubert 
 

 FOR THE RECORD  
3/31/2019 

Sunday Morning ................ 384 
Sunday Bible Class ........... 241 
Sunday Night ..................... 175 
Wednesday Night .............. 196  
Contribution ............ 21,072.44 
Weekly Budget ........ 20,247.31  
YTD Contribution 276,048.13 
YTD Budget .......... 263,215.03 
Over/(Under) .......... 12,833.10 


