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“A Place to Belong” 

2019 - “Loving God, Loving People” 

Family Matters 

“I want to sing 
and pray and 
be busy every 
day, In the 
vineyard of the 
Lord.” 

~~Lance Leavens 

           ~Lance 

“The Lord is my chosen portion 
and my cup; you hold my lot. 
The lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; indeed, I have 
a beautiful inheritance. I bless 
the Lord who gives me counsel; 
in the night also, my heart in-
structs me. I have set the Lord 
always before me; because he is 
at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken.” (Psa. 16:5-8). We have 
an inheritance that is not im-
pacted by worldly concerns. It is 
more beautiful than anything 
you or I could ever imagine. It is 
an inheritance that will allow us 
to be in the presence of God 
continually. What a tremendous 
blessing. Let’s remember that 
inheritance as we gather to wor-
ship today.  

This weekend has been our 
Champions Children’s focused 
weekend. We are blessed to 
have many wonderful families 
here at Champions. In addition 
to our families at Champions, 
we have many wonderful fami-
lies that are a part of our MDO 
program. We are thankful for 
each one of them. Let’s thank 
God together for the blessings 
of family. 

I want to thank Reid and Wes 
for picking up the slack while I 
was out of town taking care of 
my mom. Wes covered for me 
at the Teachers Banquet, and 
Reid, filled in for me preaching 
on Sunday. I have heard from 
several sources that both did an 

outstanding job. One of the 
many blessings I have here is to 
work with such wonderful peo-
ple. Wes and Reid, in addition to 
John, Jeanie, Laura, and Dar-
lene are tremendous blessings to 
me, and I am thankful for each 
of them. 

Susan and I also want to thank 
everyone for your prayers, con-
cern, and help with the girls 
while we were gone. Words 
can’t express how much we love 
being a part of the family here at 
Champions. Thank you! 

Parting thought: ”With the new 
day comes new strength and 
new thoughts” – Eleanor Roose-
velt 

A Reserve Fleet 

I once read an article about the U.S. Navy reserve fleet. This program was started after 
WWII. The purpose of the program is to keep a large number of ships afloat and in working 
order so they can be reactivated in the case of an emergency. The usual fate of the ships is 
that they become too old and obsolete for use and are sold as scrap or used in weapons test-
ing. The program has developed the nickname “the Mothball Navy.” 

As I read the article, I couldn’t help but think of the old phrase “if you don’t use it you lose 
it.” That adage is true. It is true for many of these ships as they eventually become of no 
practical use. They begin to rust and are no longer functional. The end result is they have to 
be scrapped. 

The same can be true of us spiritually. God didn’t make us to be in a “reserve fleet.” God 
wants us to be active workers in His kingdom. I think of the example of Saul after his con-
version. When he was converted, he didn’t wait to get to work. We can read in Acts 9:20 
that “Immediately He preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He was the Son of God.” 

We sing a song sometimes titled I Want to Be a Worker. Part of the first stanza says, “I want 
to sing and pray and be busy every day, In the vineyard of the Lord.” What a great state-
ment. There is so much more to our Christian life than just attending services. God wants us 
to be busy every day. He wants us to be workers. “Be diligent to present yourself approved 
to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Tm. 2:15). 

Satan’s goal is for us to become part of a “reserve fleet.” He wants us to be a “mothball 
church” so to speak. Remember the usual fate of the reserve fleet is that they rust, become 
old and obsolete and are eventually scrapped. As a result of not being used they lose their 
functionality and become of no value. We certainly don’t want that to be said of us spiritual-
ly. 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me 
and I learn.” There is a lot of truth in Franklin’s statement. Our involvement is essential in 
the growth and development of ourselves individually and the church collectively. We 
should all be involved in the work of the Lord. Let’s do our best to “be busy every day, in 
the vineyard of the Lord.”  



 

 

John’s Jogs: SAUL THE ZEALOUS  ANTI-CHRIST  

ORDER OF WORSHIP—SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019—AM SERVICE 

 WORSHIP ORDER 
 

Song - #797 – Lord, We Come Before Thee Now  
 

Welcome/Scripture/Prayer: Joshua 22:5 
 

Song -  Wonderful, Merciful Savior (V1, V 2, Chorus, V3, Chorus)*  
 

Song - #432 – How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts? 
 

Prayer 
 

Song - #359 – I Love The Lord  
 

Communion 
Offering  

Song - Jesus Loves The Little Children* 
 

Song - #1014 - Jesus Loves Me! 
 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:1-6 ESV 
 

Sermon:  Lance Leavens 
 

Song -  This Little Light of Mine* 
 

Announcements/Prayer *Not in Book 

Thus far in our study of Acts - Peter, John, 
Stephen and Philip, have been the heroes 
of the early church. Peter preached the 
first gospel sermon that opened the doors 
to the church. Peter and John together, 
filled Jerusalem with the doctrine. Stephen 
spoke so forcefully to the council that he 
was stoned to death, thus, becoming the 
first Christian martyr. Philip became the 
first to take the Gospel out of Judea as he 
preached Jesus in Samaria. 
 
All of this is about to change. The thrust of 
the church is about to shift to the Gentiles 
and with that shift will come other main 
characters. One of these will become the 
overriding character of the latter part of 
the book of Acts. At the stoning of Ste-
phen, we had a very brief introduction to a 
young man named Saul. He held their 
coats and was consenting to Stephen’s 
death.  After Stephen’s death, “Saul made 

havoc of the church entering every house 
and dragging off men and women com-
mitting them to prison.” This was certain-
ly an unlikely prospect to become a hero 
of the church.  
 
Suddenly the church has an arch enemy 
in this young man Saul. (9:1-2) It seems 
he will stop at nothing to persecute the 
Christians even unto death. Now we find 
him zealously hunting them down even to 
foreign lands, not only carrying out his 
assignments, but asking for extra persecut-
ing assignments.  
 
Observe how Saul saw himself. – What 
kind of man would relish this kind of ac-
tivity with such zeal? Note his description 
of himself: (26:4-5 & 22:3-4, 9-11) a Jew 
born in Tarsus, Capital city of Province of 
Asia. – Raised in Jerusalem as a strict 
Pharisee – Taught by Gamaliel according 

to the strictness of Jewish law – Zealous 
toward God - I persecuted “THE WAY” 
to the death, binding and delivering into 
prison both men and women. – I thought I 
must do many things against Jesus. 
   
Now, how do you think Jesus must have 
seen him. Unlike us, Jesus looks at the 
deeper qualities in a person. Paul was ded-
icated to his cause – He was sincere in 
what he did - He was enthusiastic in what 
he did – He was honest, forthright and 
well disciplined. 
          
These are qualities that assure people suc-
cess in whatever field of endeavor they are 
employed. Saul is a perfect example of an 
honest, sincere, dedicated individual, who 
was mis-directed and MISERABLY 
LOST. Contrary to our opinion - he was 
a man ready for an encounter with JE-
SUS! 



 

 

E V E N T S  A N D  N E W S        

 

T H E  C H A M P I O N S  S P I R I T  

 

Children’s Worship Bulletins 
Will be available at the Welcome Center 
on Sunday for ages 3-6 and 7-12 years.   

 
April Youth Events         

  7:  Youth Devo 
14: LTC Dress Rehearsal 
24:  Youth Led PM Service 

Church Calendar 
March 2019                                                                                                                              

31:  Family Meal 
31: NO Family Circle Meal 

April 2019 
07:  Family Circle 2 Meal  
13: FriendSpeak Event 
14: LTC Dress Rehearsal 
14: Family Circle 3 Meal  
21: Easter—No Family Circle 
27: Men’s Day 
28: Family Circle 4 Meal  
28: New Member Meet and Greet 
28: All Church Family Game Night 

“Springtime in Texas” 

 

Saturday, April 13th   

from 5-7PM  

Family Center 

Please bring a dish to share and 

have an entertaining evening 

with our readers.   

NO Family Circle Meal 
Today 

Ladies Bible Class 
Wednesday Mornings at 9:45 

a.m. 
  Please join us on Wednesday morn-
ings!  Contact:  Carla Mahle. 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR 
CHRIST (LTC)  

NEWS AND NOTES 
Practice today at 3:30 p.m. 
It is time to start paying for hotels! 
Please pay Wes Smith, who  collecting 
our payments and is heading that up. 
Thanks Wes! Make checks payable to 
Church of Christ in Champions. 
 
If you are staying only Friday Night you 
do not owe anything, the elders are cov-
ering the cost of Friday night.  
Cost per Night: 
1 night is $103.79 (Thursday or Satur-
day).  
2 nights $207.58 (Thursday and Satur-
day).  

Family Circle 2 Meal 
April 7th 

Leaders:  Dave & Darlene Bounds 
Menu: Potluck 

A sign-up list will be in the  
Welcome Center. 

Communion Help Needed 
Joan Burns is in need of help serving 
communion to someone in a nursing 
home.  It would be Sunday afternoon 
after lunch.  If you could provide this 
service, please contact Joan and she will 
give you additional information. Her  
cell is 832-420-5073, 
email: “jwburns70@gmail.com”. 

Sunny Glen Children's Home  
Their truck broke down, giving us anoth-
er month to collect the following items:  
Floor Cleaner & Toilet Paper. 

Wednesday Night Meal 
April 3rd 

Menu:  Chicken Carbonara, Veggies, Garlic 
Bread, Salad and Something Chocolate  
COST:  Adults $5, Children $3.00 (Ages 3-
6th Grade), Children 2 and under Free.  
Meal served from 6:00 - 6:40 p.m. 
If you plan to eat, please indicate the number 
eating on the attendance sheet today. 

Men’s Day 
Saturday, April 27th 
From 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

@ McCall Farm in Hempstead 
Men of all ages invited. 

Menu:  Free Barbecue Lunch  
Guest Speaker:  Jeff Sammons 

Sign-up lists are in the  
Welcome Center area.  

Two Sign-up lists are provided.  One 
for attendance and one for transporta-
tion.  (If you plan to ride the van, meet 
at the building at 8:30 a.m.  Return 
home around 2:30 p.m.)  

To My Church Family: 
One of my favorite songs is 
“Count Your Many Blessings”, 

especially the words, “count your 
many blessings see what God has 
done”.  I can’t count high enough to 
thank God for all the blessings of my 
wonderful church family, who have 
been praying for me continually for 
the past 10 days; also the many visits, 
cards, text and Facebook messages.  
Amazing people who are the hands 
and feet of Jesus in so many places.  I 
am so thankful that God placed each 
of you in my life.  Thank you so much 
for blessing me and loving me. 

Bill Johnson 

Bible Hour Schedule 
March 

31: Trents 
April 

  7: Smith 
14: Killough 
21: Sammons 
28: Stafford 

Immediately following our Worship Service this 
morning we would like to invite all  families with 

children at home, and Young Families without chil-
dren for a Pot Luck Meal in our Family Center.   

9:00 AM. Bible Classes for All 
10:00 A.M. Worship  
Special Potluck Meal 

6:00 P.M. Service 

New Member Reception 
“Meet and Greet” 

Sunday, April 28th 
5:00 P.M. in Family Center 

If you have placed membership with 
Champions in the last year, or haven’t had 
an opportunity to meet with our elders and 
ministers or are new in spirit if not in 
membership you are invited! 
Contact:  Ryan Nelson    
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Prayer Requests: 
Linda Lopez continues to do 
great following her recent 
surgery. The tumor was can-
cer, showing carcinoma cells.  
She will see her oncologist 
and a liver doctor for treat-
ment options.  
Bill Johnson went home. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving! 
Please continue to pray for 
his complete recovery!  
Frances Leavens, Lance's 
mother, remains hospitalized 
in Georgia with blood clots 
and an infection.   
Josie Biron will be scheduled 
for an MRI soon.  Please con-
tinue to pray that a quick so-
lution can be found.    
Caella Chappell received a 
good report.  No progression 
of the cancer!  Doctors are 
pleased with her response to 
the treatment.  
Greg Chappell is sore but is 
improving from his recent 
surgery.    
Wes Smith will find out 
treatment options at his next 
appointment.   
Kenneth Smith, wife, Car-
olyn, daughter, Michelle, as 
they all struggle with multiple 
health issues.  Your prayers 
are appreciated.   
Jerry McKinney is in Uni-
versity Place Inpatient Rehab, 
7480 Beechnut, Houston, TX 
77074, room 723, telephone 
number 713-778-7028 recov-

ering from hip surgery.  
Linda Underwood is experi-
encing additional health is-
sues.     
Hanna Haavikko's surgery 
has been rescheduled to June 
18th. Hanna would appreciate 
your continued prayers for 
her strength and the success 
of the surgeries in June. 
Santo Moreno, Gilberto's 
uncle who lives in Venezuela, 
suffered a second stroke and 
currently remains in a coma 
in Venezuela. 
Braden, Pam Shaw's grand-
son, has been diagnosed with 
POTS Syndrome (the same 
condition that Julia has been 
diagnosed with). 
 
Champions Members with 
Cancer: Wes Smith, LaNell 
Allee, Gwen Crosby, Don 
Dearen, Pam Shaw, John 
Burns, Donna Nance, Caella 
Chappell, Gilbert Moreno, 
Keith Underwood 
 
Members with Health & 
Other Concerns:  Marcia 
Chitwood,  Rebecca Jaquez,  
John Hixon, Stacey Farmer,  
Lynn & Earlene Antwine,  
Julia Shaw, Charles & Angela 
Joachim, Linda Underwood, 
Patricia Richmond 
Employment Concerns: 
Jeanne Dearen, Cindy 
Schlesener, Ernesto Harris, 
Jeff Long, Rody Willis 

Nursery Attendants 
March 31:  Darlene Ewell & Kimberly Bickham 
April 7: Ashley Mize & Suzanne Phillips  
If you cannot serve, please find a replacement by checking 
names posted on the wall outside the nursery classroom.   
Contact: Karen Casey 

13902 Cutten Road,  
Houston, Texas 77069 
281-440-9898 
 
www.championschurch.org 

Ministers: 
 

• Lance Leavens (Pulpit) 

• John Qualls (Associate) 

• Wes Arnold (Associate) 

• Reid Stafford (Youth) 

Elders: 

• David Arnold 

• Jim Chitwood 
• Bill Johnson 
• Britt Jones 
• Danny Mize 
• Don Sammons  
• Marvin Trice 
 
 

Deacons: 

• Chris Ball 

• Kevin Barnett 

• Barney Bowles  

• Eltonio (Tony) Brown  

• Gordon Casey 

• Darrell Fariss 

• Jay Fraley 

• Tommy Hill  

• Joe Jackson  

• Charles Joachim 

• Brent Killough  

• Michael McCall 

• David Morgan 

• Ryan Nelson 

• Blake Phillips 

• Kent Phillips 

• Bryan Runions 

• Justin Sammons 

• Joel Smith  

• Wes Smith 

• Paul Tews  

• Troy Thompson  

• James Wyatt 

Elder of the Month 
 
 

April 
Jim Chitwood 

 
Food Coordinator 
Check with your Family 

 Circle Leaders 
 

Church Wi-Fi Pass-
word 

churchguest 

Service Times: 
 

SUNDAY  MORNING 
9:00 a.m. Bible Classes 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Sunday Morning Bible Hour 

 

SUNDAY NIGHT 
6:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY  
Ladies Bible Class  9:45 a.m. 

Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. 

Little Champs: 
Mothers Day Out 
Contact: Lisa Killough 

littlechampsmdo@gmail.com 
281-893-2062 

Lisa Killough—Director 

P R A Y E R S  &  N O T E S  

“A Place to Belong.” 

Hospice:  Hank Barnett  
 
Family and Friends with Health 
and Other Concerns:   Lois 
Fuller, Robert Malonson, Hilkka 
and husband, Don Long, David 
Long, Jody Bullard, Hulda Horton, 
Ken Freeman, Hank Sheppard 
 
Family and Friends Cancer Con-
cerns:  Jill King, Elizabeth 
Cuccerre, Maco Fariss, Donna Pet-
ty, Mike Rice, Patricia Lopez, 
Shelley Lindsay, Thelma Edwards, 
Barbara Calhoun  
 
Missionaries:  
Dale DuVerney, Peter Chin, Eddie 
Cloer, Roman Halamicek, Roland 
Mohsen, Biblical Institute of Cen-
tral America, Eastern European 
Mission, Jordan Arnold, Will Han-
stein, Elijah Brown 
 
Members in Assisted Living/
Rehab/ Nursing Homes:   
Nell McDonald, Edwina Moore, 
Charles & Lois Boyd 
 
Family and Friends in Assisted 
Living/Rehabs & Nursing 
Homes:  Terri Bennett, Hank Bar-
nett, Marie McCall, Jean Simpson, 
Gladys McHenry, Nettie Jo Jack-
son, Dorothy Kuehl 
 
Prayers for our Military:  
Brent Tyler Bowles, Traveon 
Gaines, William E. Taylor IV, Aa-
ron Jean, Charles DuVerney,  Phil-
lip Cuccerre, Jr., Aaron Schubert 

 FOR THE RECORD  
3/24/2019 

Sunday Morning ................ 403 
Sunday Bible Class ........... 244 
Sunday Night ..................... 219 
Wednesday Night .............. 187  
Contribution ............ 15,440.80 
Weekly Budget ........ 20,247.31  
YTD Contribution 254,975.69 
YTD Budget .......... 242,967.72 
Over/(Under) .......... 12,007.97 


